June 26, 2000

and ordered to be printed, and that the
President’s message be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, | transmit herewith the Treaty
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Nicaragua Con-
cerning the Encouragement and Recip-
rocal Protection of Investment, with
Annex and Protocol, signed at Denver
on July 1, 1995. | transmit also, for the
information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with re-
spect to this Treaty.

The bilateral investment treaty
(BIT) with Nicaragua is the fifth such
treaty signed between the United
States and a country of Central or
South America. The Treaty will pro-
tect U.S. investment and assist Nica-
ragua in its efforts to develop its econ-
omy by creating conditions more favor-
able for U.S. private investment and
thereby strengthening the development
of its private sector.

The Treaty is fully consistent with
U.S. policy toward international and
domestic investment. A specific tenet
of U.S. policy, reflected in this Treaty,
is that U.S. investment abroad and for-
eign investment in the United States
should receive national treatment.
Under this Treaty, the Parties also
agree to customary international law
standards for expropriation. The Trea-
ty includes detailed provisions regard-
ing the computation and payment of
prompt, adequate, and effective com-
pensation for expropriation; free trans-
fer of funds related to investments;
freedom of investments from specified
performance requirements; fair, equi-
table, and most-favored-nation treat-
ment; and the investor’s freedom to
choose to resolve disputes with the
host government through international
arbitration.

I recommend that the Senate con-
sider this Treaty as soon as possible,
and give its advice and consent to rati-
fication of the Treaty, with Annex and
Protocol, at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 26, 2000.

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 27,
2000

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, June 27. | further ask unani-
mous consent that on Tuesday, imme-
diately following the prayer, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then resume consider-
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ation of the Cochran amendment No.
3625 to the Labor-Health and Human
Services appropriations bill as under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, fur-
ther, |1 ask unanimous consent that the
Senate stand in recess from the hour of
12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. for the weekly
policy conferences to meet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that fol-
lowing the disposition of the pending
McCain amendment, Senator REID be
recognized in order to call up amend-
ment No. 3526.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. SPECTER. For the information
of all Senators, on Tuesday the Senate
will resume consideration of the Labor-
HHS-Education bill at 9:30 a.m. Under
the order, there will be closing remarks
on the Cochran amendment regarding
pilot programs for antimicrobial resist-
ance monitoring and prevention with a
vote to occur at approximately 9:45.
Following the vote, the Senate will
continue debate on amendments as
they are offered. Senators may antici-
pate rollcall votes throughout the day.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, | ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in adjourn-
ment under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator KEN-
NEDY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SPECTER. | thank the Chair and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, | un-
derstand we are in morning business; is
that correct?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr.
there a time limitation
business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
limitation is 10 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. | ask unanimous con-
sent to be able to proceed for 20 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

President, is
in morning

S5817

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, as |
understand it, when we set aside the
underlying legislation, before the Sen-
ate was the Cochran antimicrobial re-
sistance amendment; am | correct?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That’s
correct.

ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, | com-
mend my friend from Mississippi, Sen-
ator COCHRAN, and also Senator FRIST,
for the introduction of the amendment.
I welcome the opportunity to join with
them in the hope that the Senate will
accept that amendment because this
amendment is focused on one of the
very significant and important public
health challenges that we face as a Na-
tion, and that is antimicrobial resist-
ance.

Microbes resistant to antibiotics are
a major health threat. The World
Health Organization reports that anti-
biotic-resistant infections acquired in
hospitals kill over 14,000 people in the
United States every year—that’s al-
most two persons every hour, every
day, every year. Unless we take action,
drug-resistant infectious diseases will
become even more widespread in the
United States and Kkill even larger
numbers of patients.

Infections resistant to antibiotics are
extremely expensive to treat. It is a
hundred times more expensive to treat
a patient with drug-resistant TB than
to treat a patient with drug-sensitive
TB. The National Foundation for Infec-
tious Diseases has estimated that the
total cost of drug-resistant infections
in this country is $4 billion a year—and
this cost will rise as resistant microbes
become more common.

The amendment takes an important
step to address this health crisis by
giving the nation more tools to win the
battle against antimicrobial resist-
ance.

Overuse of existing antibiotics con-
tributes heavily to the problem of anti-
microbial resistance. Patients often de-
mand antibiotics and doctors often pre-
scribe them for conditions in which
they are clearly ineffective. We need to
educate patients and medical profes-
sionals in the more appropriate use of
antibiotics.

The nation’s public health agencies
are under-equipped to monitor and
combat resistant infections. Many pub-
lic health agencies lack even such
basic equipment as a fax machine, and
cannot even conduct simple laboratory
tests to diagnose resistant infections.
We need to strengthen the capacity of
public health agencies to diagnose,
monitor, and deal effectively with out-
breaks of resistant infections.

Many patients acquire resistant in-
fections in hospitals. Children, the el-
derly and persons with reduced im-
mune systems are particularly at risk.
We can do more to prevent the spread
of resistant infections by strength-
ening infectious disease control pro-
grams in hospitals and clinics.
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